Washington County Historical Society, 1986). All letters in Carr's book were addressed to Rebecca Stirman, and one from a soldier in a Kentucky prison camp was included with those written by Ras. As a result, it is somewhat puzzling why George Taylor's letter was excluded from this publication. We should point out that we have also excluded a letter written by Taylor found in the same collection. A short note, dated January 25, was sent by the young lieutenant to Rebecca, but it is nothing more than a formal request to continue their friendship by exchanging letters.
Pollard told me that you and Miss Annie20 had gone to Ft. Smith, but she was determined to brave the storm -Not many ladies had remained. The witnesses have spoken, the case has been presented. Now it is time for the jury to retire to their deliberations. Regardless of the verdict, it must be admitted that this simple letter from a lovesick Confederate officer to his lady friend has certainly amplified the testimony that has gone before, and perhaps helped us to better understand what really happened in Fayetteville during the terrible days of February 1862.
Mrs. Lee and I think

